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 بسم 
 الرحمن الرحيم
 الحمد � والص�ة والس�م على رسول � وعلى آله وصحبه

 

Of Poverty and Dunya 
 

Most humans are afraid of falling into poverty and will try whatever they can in order to avoid it. It 
grieves and saddens them whenever there is a deficit in their wealth; to the extent that they will 
compromise Deen so as to gain worldly material gain. The superstitious amongst them will resort to 
witchcraft and travel to seek the assistance of a shaman to reverse their fortunes through 
incantations and talismans etc. The more extreme measures would see them resort to seeking help 
from Jinn so that become wealthy. With the wholesale bartering of his Deen for worldly pleasures 
and momentary gains, we turn to Allaah and seek His Protection from such disbelief and 
compromising of our salvation and from Shaytan who whispers untruths into our ears: 

ْيطَاُن يَِعُدُكُم اْلفَْقَر َويَأُْمُرُكم بِاْلفَْحَشاءِ  ْنهُ َوفَْضً�  ۖ◌   الشَّ ْغفَِرةً مِّ ُ يَِعُدُكم مَّ ُ َواِسٌع  ۗ◌  َوهللاَّ َوهللاَّ
 َعلِيمٌ 

“Shaytan threatens you with poverty and orders you to commit Fahsha (evil deeds and sins); 
whereas Allah promises you Forgiveness from Himself and Bounty, and Allah is All-Sufficient 

for His creatures' needs, All-Knower.” [Al-Baqarah, 268] 

The question arises whether we actually need to fear poverty? Is it true that the Messenger of Allaah 
وسلم عليه هللا صلى  and his Companions and our pious predecessors feared poverty and the trials of loss 

of wealth and earnings? 

‘Amr ibn Awf al-Ansari عنه هللا رضي  narrated that: 

اِح إِلَى اْلبَْحَرْيِن يَأْتِي بِِجْزيَتَِھا، فَقَِدَم بَِماٍل ِمنَ   اْلبَْحَرْيِن، فََسِمَعِت اgَْنَصاُر أَنَّ َرُسْوَل هللاِ بََعَث أَبَا ُعبَْيَدةَ ْبَن اْلَجرَّ
َم بِقُُدْوِم أَبِي ُعبَْيَدةَ، فََوافَْوا َص�َةَ  ُضْوا لَهُ، فَتَبَسَّ ا َصلَّى َرُسْوُل هللاِ، اِْنَصَرَف، فَتََعرَّ اْلفَْجِر َمَع َرُسْوِل هللاِ، فَلَمَّ

ا َرُسْوَل هللاِ، أََجل يَ : فَقَالُْوا)) أَظُنُُّكْم َسِمْعتُْم أَنَّ أَبَا ُعبَْيَدةَ قَِدَم بَِشْيٍء ِمَن اْلبَْحَرْينِ : ((َرُسْوُل هللاِ ِحْيَن َرآُھْم، ثُمَّ قَالَ 
نْ : فَقَالَ  ُكْم، فََوهللاِ َما اْلفَْقَر أَْخَشى َعلَْيُكْم َولَِكنِّي أَْخَشى أَْن تُْبَسطَ الدُّ لُْوا َما يَُسرُّ يَا َعلَْيُكْم َكَما بُِسَطْت أَْبِشُرْوا َوأَمِّ

لَِكُكْم َكَما أَْھلََكْتُھمْ َعلَى َمْن َكاَن قَْبلَُكْم، فَتَنَافَُسْوَھا َكَما تَنَافَُسْوَھا، فَتُھْ   

The Prophet وسلم عليه هللا صلى  sent Abu' Ubaydah Ibn al-Jarrah وسلم عليه هللا صلى  to the land of 
Bahrain to take jizyah from the population (because most of them were Majoosi 
[Zoroastrians]). He then returned from Bahrain with the wealth. The Ansar heard of the 
arrival of Abu 'Ubaydah and they hastened to the masjid to perform the Fajr salah with the 
Prophet وسلم عليه هللا صلى . When the Prophet وسلم عليه هللا صلى  finished the prayer, he turned 
(facing them). Seeing their desire for was brought Abu 'Ubaydah, he وسلم عليه هللا صلى  smiled 
when he saw them. He وسلم عليه هللا صلى  said: ‘I see you have heard that Abu Ubaydah has 
returned with something (of wealth) from Bahrain.’ They replied, ‘Yes O Messenger of 
Allaah.’ He وسلم عليه هللا صلى  then said: ‘rejoice and hope for what will please you, for by 
Allaah, It is not poverty that I fear for you. However, I fear that the (treasures of the) world 
will open up to you as it was opened up to those before you. Then you will compete (with each 
other) towards it just as they raced towards it. Then the world will destroy you as it destroyed 
them.” [Saheeh al-Bukhari, 3158 and Muslim, 2961] 
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When Abu 'Ubaydah returned with the jizyah wealth from Bahrain, the Ansar manifested their 
desire for their share as they were in need of it. The Prophet وسلم عليه هللا صلى  smiled as he understood 
what they were expecting. He وسلم عليه هللا صلى  then said: ‘rejoice and hope for what will please you, 
for by Allaah, It is not poverty that I fear for you...’ This was an acknowledgement from the 
Prophet وسلم عليه هللا صلى  to say that it was not poverty he feared for them, but the glitter of the world 
and its alluding enjoyment, where they would compete with each other in materialistic pursuits. 

Is it possible that poverty can be good for someone? Indeed if one was to bear poverty with patience 
and remain obedient to Allaah, then it can be a means of goodness and reward. The words of the 
Prophet وسلم عليه هللا صلى : "It is not poverty that I fear for you" reflects his concern for the destructive 
opposite of poverty, namely wealth and riches. This is because people who have riches are 
generally consumed by business and commerce and do not lend time to Islam and learning the 
obligations tied to it. As for the poor, then they do not have such responsibilities and humble 
themselves before the One who continues to test them with poverty and other losses. As Allaah Said 
in the Noble Qur’an: 

ُعونَ  اِء لََعلَُّھْم يَتََضرَّ رَّ ن قَْبلَِك فَأََخْذنَاُھم بِاْلبَأَْساِء َوالضَّ  َولَقَْد أَْرَسْلنَا إِلَٰى أَُمٍم مِّ

“Verily, We sent (Messengers) to many nations before you (O Muhammad). And We seized 
them with extreme poverty (or loss in wealth) and loss in health (with calamities) so that they 

might humble themselves (believe with humility).” [Al-Anaam, 42] 

It is also noteworthy to remember that most of the people who embraced Islam from the early part 
of its revelation were the poor amongst the people. They were more attuned to recognising the truth, 
while the higher echelons of society and the wealthy professed arrogance and pride. 

Poverty therefore, is not something a Muslim should be overly concerned about. They must not 
entertain any fear of becoming poor because the most important thing is that they strive in making a 
halal living and having complete trust in Allaah, for He alone Provides and Withholds. 
Furthermore, we read in Surat al-Hud, 6: 

ِ ِرْزقَُھا  َوَما ِمن َدابٍَّة فِي اgَْْرِض إِ�َّ َعلَى هللاَّ

“And no moving (living) creature is there on earth but its provision is due from Allaah.”  

What we need to worry about are the dangers of falling love with the Dunya and being preoccupied 
with it; just as the Prophet وسلم عليه هللا صلى  said: “I fear that the (treasures of the) world will open 
up to you as it was opened up to those before you. Then you will compete (with each other) 
towards it just as they raced towards it. Then the world will destroy you as it destroyed 
them.” 

“Then the world will destroy you as it destroyed them” is an explicit warning for the Muslims 
who have neglected their duties towards their Rabb and left the learning and practise of their Deen. 
Ibn Mas’ood رضي هللا عنه said (as reported in marfu’ form): 

� يزدادون من هللا إ� بعدا و, و � يزداد الناس على الدنيا إ� حرصا , اقتربت الساعة   

“The Hour has drawn close.  And the people increase (only) in craving for the world.  And 
they do not increase except in distance from Allaah.”  [Mustadrak Al-Hakim, 4/324; Mu'jam al-
Kabeer, 9787;Ad-Dawlabi, 'Kuna', 1/155 and others -  graded as saheeh in 'Silsilah as-Saheehah', 1510] 
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In his magnificent sharh (explanation) of ‘Riyadh-us-Saliheen’, chapter 10, ‘Hastening to do Good 
Deeds’ (hadeeth no. 92) – Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al-Uthaymeen رحمه هللا تعالى said: 

“The more people increase in comfort and luxury and the more they open up before the people 

(with the dunya), the more evils will open up before them. It is comfort and luxury that destroys a 

person, because if a person was to concern himself with comfort and luxury and providing 

enjoyment to his body, he will become negligent of providing enjoyment to his heart, and his 

greatest worry will become providing enjoyment to this body that is doomed to become worms and 

rotten. 

This is the ordeal, and this is what has harmed people today. You can hardly find anyone except 

that they say: “What is our palace (house)? What is our car? What is our furniture? What is our 

food?” Even those who study (Islamic) knowledge, some of them only study in order to gain rank or 

status to reach the blessings of the dunya. As if man was not created for a significant purpose. The 

dunya and its blessings are only a means, nothing more. We ask Allaah to make us and you use it as 

a means. 

Ibn Taymiyyah said: “A person should use money as he uses a donkey to ride, and as he uses the 

toilet to relieve himself.” 

These are the ones who know money and its value. So do not make money your greatest worry, 

rather ride on money, for if you do not ride on it, it will ride on you, and your worry will become 

the dunya. 

For this, we say, that the more the dunya opens up before the people, and they end up concerning 

themselves with it, they will lose as much of the akhirah as they have gained from the dunya. The 

Prophet صلى هللا عليه وسلم  said: “By Allaah, I am not afraid of your poverty,” meaning I am not 
afraid of poverty for you, for the dunya will open up before you, “but I am afraid that you will lead 

a life of luxury as past nations did, whereupon you will compete with each other for it, as they 

competed for it, and it will destroy you as it destroyed them.” [Bukhari and Muslim] 

The Messenger  صلى هللا عليه وسلمspoke the truth. This is what has destroyed the people today. What 

has destroyed the people today, is their competing with one another for the dunya, and them being 

as if they were only created for it, and not it created for them. So they have preoccupied themselves 

with what was created for them over what they were created for. This is backwardness. We ask 

Allaah for protection.” 
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Ibn Hibban said in his ‘Rawdaat al-Uqlaa’ (Chapter on: ‘Dunya, An Overflowing Sea’):  

“The intelligent person must never be deluded by this world and its dazzles, its beauty and 

splendours, such that he occupies himself with it as opposed to occupying himself with the eternal 

Hereafter and the everlasting delight (of Paradise). Rather, he should place the world where Allah 

has placed it because its end will no doubt perish. Its civilizations shall become ruins, its 

inhabitants shall die, its magnificence will depart and its greenery will be destroyed. There will 

remain no arrogant leader in command and no poor and humiliated one, except that the glass of 

death shall pass over them.  

Then they will depart to the dust where they will become worn out until they return to what they 

were in the beginning; ruins (i.e. dust). Then the Knower of the Unseen (Allah) shall inherit the 

earth and all that is upon it. Thus the intelligent one never places his reliance on a home of this 

description and he cannot find tranquillity in a world like this – for indeed what lies in store for him 

is that which no eye has seen, no ear has heard and has never occurred to the human mind. So he 

holds back by abandoning this small and diminutive world and instead takes pleasure in that 

superior and abundant world.” 

The Dunya can be very dangerous for a Muslim and this reality can be seen from the state of people 
around us. When they are closer to poverty and living in poor condition, they reveal a greater fear of 
Allaah and exhibit more diligence in performing salah in the masjid with the jama’ah. They attend 
circles of knowledge and use their time wisely. Yet, when they have lot of wealth, their 
preoccupation with it grows and all that accompanies it of blameworthiness. Allaah Said in the 
Noble Qur’an:  

 َgَْْمَواِل َواgْْنيَا لَِعٌب َولَْھٌو َوِزينَةٌ َوتَفَاُخٌر بَْينَُكْم َوتََكاثٌُر فِي ا ْوَ�دِ اْعلَُموا أَنََّما اْلَحيَاةُ الدُّ  

“Know that the life of this world is only play and amusement, pomp and mutual boasting 
among you and rivalry in respect of wealth and children...” [Al-Hadeed, 20] 

Popular culture and new media continue to indoctrinate our young and old with the grandeur of 
fame and fortune; making them lax in matters related to their Deen and turning them away the 
Akhirah and salvation. 

In summary, we see the words of the Prophet صلى هللا عليه وسلم  come to life and his fear that “the 
(treasures of the) world will open up to you as it was opened up to those before you. Then you 
will compete (with each other) towards it just as they raced towards it. Then the world will 
destroy you as it destroyed them” realised. 

In another narration, Abu Sa’eed al-Khudri عنه هللا رضي  narrated that: 

ا أََخاُف َعلَْيُكْم ِمْن بَْعِدي: َجلََس َرُسْوُل هللاِ َعلَى اْلِمْنبَِر، َوَجلَْسنَا َحْولَهُ، فَقَالَ  َما يُْفتَُح َعلَْيُكْم ِمْن َزْھَرِة  إِنَّ ِممَّ
ْنيَا َوِزْينَتَِھا  الدُّ

"The Prophet صلى هللا عليه وسلم was sitting on the minbar and we sat around him. He then said, 
‘What I fear the most for you after me, is that the jewels of the world are opened up before 

(along) with its beauty." [Saheeh al-Bukhari, 1465 and Muslim, 1052] 
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The Prophet صلى هللا عليه وسلم explained further about the state of the world and warned his ummah of 
its fitnah. Abu Sa’eed al-Khudri عنه هللا رضي  narrated that the Prophet صلى هللا عليه وسلم said: 

ْنيَا إِنَّ  ْنيَا فَاتَّقُوا تَْعَملُْوَن، َكْيفَ  فَيَْنظُرُ  فِْيَھا، ُمْستَْخلِفُُكمْ  تََعالَى هللاَ  َوإِنَّ  َخِضَرةٌ  ُحْلَوةٌ  الدُّ النَِّساءَ  َواتَّقُوا الدُّ  

“Verily the dunya is sweet and green, and verily Allaah, the Most High makes you (inherit it) 
successively. Therefore look towards what (deeds) you do therein. Beware of this world and 

beware of women (of the fitnah they pose).” [Saheeh Muslim, 2742] 

This ‘sweetness’ and ‘greenery’ of the Dunya is alluring and seductive. Their allure can only tempt 
people if they are within one’s means and sight - if they remain hidden or you make a concerted 
effort not to seek it out, then this is something encouraging that will safeguard your chastity and 
Deen people. The Prophet عليه وسلمصلى هللا  further said: ‘Allaah, the Most High makes you (inherit 
it) successively’, meaning that He made you leaders on the earth, succeeding each other and 
inheriting from the previous generation.  

‘Therefore look towards what (deeds) you do therein’ is poignantly advising you to take the 
Dunya as a means of achieving the Hereafter, by working righteous good deeds and keeping away 
from sin and transgression. And from the greatest of temptation to sin is the fitnah of women and 
what it can lead to of illicit relationships. This audacity rises from a false-sense of self-sufficiency 
as Allaah Said: 

 َك�� إِن� اْ�ِنَساَن َلَيْطَغىٰ 

آهُ اْسَتْغَنىٰ   أَن ر�

“�ay! Verily, man does transgress (in disbelief and evil deed). Because he considers himself 
self-sufficient.” [Al-’Alaq, 6-7] 

For the wealth that benefits others and that helps one to get closer to Allaah, such wealth is blessed 
and the person rewarded immensely. We are not able to escape from the Dunya and its tests and 
trials, but we can use our wealth for the sake of Allaah and to win His Pleasure. Even the act of 
using things to help us in the obedience of Allaah will be rewarded. For example, utilising our 
vehicles for work and travelling to the masjid and attending study circles etc. is a means of reward, 
while utilising them for sin would be detrimental. Such worldly possessions must also not make us 
proud and arrogant but rather tools to be thankful for and to seek Allaah’s Pleasure. 

Therefore, the status of the person’s wealth is defined by how he utilises it in the way of Allaah, 
thereby seeking His pleasure on Earth and in the Akhirah: 

ْنيَا َحَسنَةً َوفِي اْ¢ِخَرِة َحَسنَةً َوقِنَا َعَذاَب النَّارِ   َربَّنَا آتِنَا فِي الدُّ

“Our Lord! Give us in this world that which is good and in the Hereafter that which is good, 
and save us from the torment of the Fire!” [Al-Baqarah, 201] 

We ask Allaah to save us from the fitnah of the Dunya and all of its ugliness - created to lure man 
away from the remembrance of his Rabb and to transgress the limits of Islam. May He give us 
Tawfeek to practise what He loves and to Bless our lives in this Dunya. Ameen. 

 

For more on this topic, please see Ibn Uthaymeen’s ‘Sharh Riyad as-Saliheen’, 2/186-189 


