
1 

 

 بسم اهللا الرمحن الرحيم

 احلمد هللا والصالة والسالم على رسول اهللا وعلى آله وصحبه، أما بعـد

 

 

Muslims on the Road 
- From the Manners and Etiquettes of Driving - 

 

Taken from: http://ilmpoint.wordpress.com 

 

 

 

From the rapid pace of development and change the modern world continues to see, it is from the 

blessings of Allāh given to mankind through which they continue to benefit and enjoy the results from 

these technological and scientific advancements. Less than two hundred years ago and before the advent 

of the motorised vehicle, mankind was (still) riding beasts of transport such as horses and donkeys and 

cattle. We continue to engineer and produce a wide range and variety of motor vehicles that are better, 

stronger, faster and more efficient – in the form of cars and motorcycles – and other than them. 

 

Allāh تعالى و سبحانه  Said in His Magnificent Book: 

 

َوَيْخلُُق َما َ� َتْعَلُمونَ  ۚ◌  َواْلَخْيلَ َواْلِبَغالَ َواْلَحِميَر ِلَتْرَكُبوَھا َوِزيَنةً   
 

“And (He has created) horses, mules and donkeys, for you to ride and as an adornment. And He Creates 

(other) things of which you have no knowledge.” [Surat an-Nahl: 8] 

 

 

All Praise and Thanks is for Allāh, by Whose generosity and blessings we enjoy the ease of social mobility 

today. With the provision of many modes of transportation, we need to continually show our gratitude 

through upholding all the noble and praiseworthy characteristics that Islam imbibes in a person. From 

amongst these attributes is being responsible and exemplifying best of manners in everything that we do. 

The Messenger of Allāh وسلم عليه � صلى  said: “The best amongst you are those who have the best 

manners and character.” [Saheeh al-Bukhari, 4/759] 

 

For those of us who drive or ride any type of transport, we need to remember these encompassing words 

of the Prophet وسلم عليه � صلى  - From the manners and etiquettes of driving, the following are amongst the 

most crucial points we need to understand and implement:    

 

 

1. Du’a (invocation) when Entering the Vehicle 

 

It is important that we follow the Sunnah in all matters specified and taught to us by the Prophet صلى � 
وسلم عليه  - When we set our foot inside the vehicle (or on the motorcycle), we say Bismillah, followed by the 

following prescribed adhkar. ‘Ali ibn Rabi'ah said, “I saw an animal brought to ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib عنه � رضي  

and when he set his foot on it, he said "Bismillah" and when he was on his back, he said, "Al Hamdulillah". 

Then he invoked: 

ـَر َلنا ھذا َوما ُكّنا لَُه ُمْقـِرنين  ُسـْبحاَن الّذي َسخ%
“Glory is to Him Who has provided this (transport) for us and we would not have been capable of that.” 
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Then he said, "Al Hamdulillah" three times and then said "Allāhu Akbar" three times and then supplicated: 

 

 سبحانك إني ظلمت نفسي فاغفر لي فإنه �يغفر الذنوب إ� أنت

 
“Glory is to You (O Allāh), I have wronged myself (so) forgive me, for none forgives sins except You.” 

 
[See Sunan Abi Da’wud, 2602; At-Tirmidhi, 3446 and An-Nasa'i in ‘Al-Kubra’, 8799, 8800 and 10,336 – 

classed as saheeh by Al-albani in ‘Mukhtashar ash-Shama'il al-Mubammadiyya’, 198] 

 

 

When going on a longer journey or travelling out of town or city, the following du’a is recommended: 

 

نا َلُمنـَقلِبون، الَحْمـُد 4، الَحْمـُد 4، ِبْسـِم 6ِ َواْلَحْمـُد 4، ُسـْبحاَن  ـَر َلنا ھذا َوما ُكّنا َلُه ُمْقـِرنين، َوإِّنا إِلى َرب8 الّذي َسخ%
ُه � َيغْ الَحْمـُد 4، 6ُ أْكـَبر، 6ُ أْكـَبر، 6ُ أْكـَبر، ُسـْبحاَنَك الّلُھـم% إِّني َظلَـْمُت َنْفسي َفاْغـفِْر لي، َفإِ  نوَب إِ�ّ أَْنـتن% فِـُر الذ;  

 

"In the name of Allāh and all praise is for Allāh. How perfect He is, the One Who has placed this 

(transport) at our service and we ourselves would not have been capable of that, and to our Lord is our 

final destiny. All praise is for Allāh, All praise is for Allāh, All praise is for Allāh, Allāh is the greatest, Allāh 

is the greatest, Allāh is the greatest. How perfect You are, O Allāh, verily I have wronged my soul, so 

forgive me, for surely none can forgive sins except You." 

 

 

2. Not Violating Traffic Rules when Driving 

 

From our religious obligations is to obey people of authority and this also includes those put in charge of 

governmental affairs like health, education and transport for example. These agencies have put in place 

rules and regulations that make for safe environments for people to operate in and extract maximum 

benefits from. A key objective for transport authorities is to preserve life and maintain safety on the roads 

by enforcing responsible driving. From these examples are the requirements for having a driving license to 

show evidence of competency. From these examples are car registration documents to prove ownership 

and road worthiness of the vehicle. From these examples are the wearing of seat-belts and helmets and 

many other examples like them. Then there is also the ‘Highway Code’ that lays out traffic rules such as 

obeying road signs, not speeding beyond the stated limits, stopping at pedestrian crossings and many 

other necessities like that. Abiding by them all is our duty as drivers and riders, in obedience to authority. 

 

Allāh تعالى و سبحانه  Said in His Magnificent Book: 

 

ُسولَ َوأُولِي اْ>َْمِر ِمنُكمْ  َ َوأَِطيُعوا الر% َھا ال%ِذيَن آَمُنوا أَِطيُعوا %6  َيا أَي;
 

“O you who believe. Obey Allāh and obey the Messenger, and those of you who are in authority.”  
[Surat An-Nisaa’: 59] 

 

 

The Messenger of Allāh وسلم عليه � صلى  said: 

 

 �طاعةالسمع والطاعة على المرء المسلم فيما أحب وكره ما لم يؤمر بمعصية فإن أمر بمعصية فA سمع عليه و  
 

”Hear and obey the ruler in (any) case that one loves or dislikes as long as he is not ordered to sin, in 

which case there is no hearing and obeying.” [Saheeh al-Bukhari, 6725; Muslim, 1839; At-Tirmidhi, 1707 and others] 
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The Messenger of Allāh وسلم عليه � صلى  also said: 

 

� طاعة في معصية 6 

 
“There is no obedience in sin (and transgression).”  

 

[Al-Bazzar, 9/81; Fath al-Bari, 13/132 – classed as saheeh by Ahmad Shakir in ‘Umdah at-Tafseer’, 1/531]   

 

And also: 

�الخالق معصية في لمخلوق طاعة   
 

“There is no obedience to the creation (when it involves) sin (and disobedience) to the Creator”  
[Saheeh al-Jaami’, 7520] 

 

Al-Mubarakpuri تعالى � رحمه  commented in his ‘Tuhfat al-Ahwadi’ about the first Hadeeth above; and 

stated that there is the argument (in the Hadeeth) that shows if the ruling authority orders in cases that 

are regarded as permissible, then it is obligatory for Muslims to obey. Listening to and obeying the ruling 

authority is obligatory upon every Muslim, whether the authorities order him to do something that is in 

accordance with the individual’s wishes or not. However, if the condition of the order involves immorality 

(sin and transgression), then there is no obedience in that...” [See Al-Tuhfat al-Ahwadi, 5/298] 

 

Therefore, if the ruling authority makes mandatory, the wearing of helmets and seat-belts and obeying 

traffic laws etc. then it is obligatory for a Muslim to obey as this also comes under the principle of ‘public 

interest’. This is because they are designed to regulate road safety and protect lives and property.  

 

Shaykh ‘Abd-al Muhsin Al-Abbad تعالى � حفظه  explained that complying with road signs and traffic lights 

endorsed by the government is compulsory. And if the traffic laws change (and there is nothing within 

them that deem them impermissible) then the ruling remains the same (i.e. compulsory to comply) on the 

basis of the above evidence. 

 

 

3. Not being Reckless on the Road 

 

Recklessness usually results from being careless; and this certainly is not from the characteristics of a 

Muslim. The Prophet وسلم عليه � صلى  is reported to have said, as recorded by At-Tirmidhi:"Be keen with 

what is beneficial for you, and seek help from Allāh and do not be reckless." 

 

The Prophet وسلم عليه � صلى  also said in a very poignant hadeeth: ضرار �� ضرر و - “There is no harm and 

no reproaching harm.” – Thus paying attention to one’s own safety and the safety of others when driving 

reflects the objectives of Shari’ah, which guarantees the sanctity of; i) Life ii) Deen iii) Honour iv) Wealth 

and, vi) Intellect. Thus carelessness or recklessness in anything goes against the spirit of these objectives 

and can prove detrimental. Let us not take risks that can cause serious injury or the loss of life - From the 

poignant guidance given by the Prophet وسلم عليه � صلى  during his Farewell Sermon, he said: 

 

 إن دماؤكم وأموالكم حرام عليكم كحرمة يومكم ھذا في شھركم ھذا في بلدكم
 

"Verily (Allāh has made) your blood and wealth and your honour sacred, just as this day in this month 

and in this land that is sacred...” [Saheeh Muslim, 1218] 
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These things are sacred and thus prohibited in the strongest terms to be violated. Furthermore, creating 

fear from (deliberate) acts of recklessness is not permissible as it subjects the occupants of the car and 

other road users and pedestrians to intimidation and fear. The Prophet وسلم عليه � صلى  said:  

 

�يحل لمسلم أن يروع مسلما 

 

 “It is not permitted for a Muslim to frighten intimidate (or create fear etc.) for another Muslim.”  
 

[Abu Da’wud, 5004; see also At-Tirmidhi, 4/462; Mu’jam al-Awst, 1673 and others – classed as saheeh by Al-Albani] 

 

Within this principle, we understand that anything that frightens or scares, intimidates, horrifies or causes 

unjust panic is not permitted; and these are the usual effects of recklessness. The most common examples 

of traffic violations result from reckless and rash actions and from among these are the following: 

 

i) Speeding 

ii) Illegal Parking 

iii) Using Mobile Phone 

 

Each one of these violations arises from reckless driving and making rash decisions. Their effects on those 

involved can range from being mere nuisance to leading to fatality. Speeding and using mobile phones 

while driving comes from haste and impatience. The Prophet وسلم عليه � صلى  said: 

 

 التأني من 6 و العجلة من الشيطان
 

"Deliberation is from Allāh and haste is from the Shaytan."  
 

[Al-Bayhaqi, Sunan al-Kabeer, 10/104; Shu'ab al-Imaan, 4/89; Musnad Abi Ya'la, 3/1054 (#4256) – classed hasan by Ibn Hajar and 

Al-Albani (see 'Silsilah as-Saheehah', 4/404)] 

 

It is therefore critical that Muslims bide their time, be patient and not take any unnecessary risks that 

would jeopardise people’s lives and property. 

 

Anas ibn Malik  عنه � رضي  narrated that Allāh’s Messenger وسلم عليه � صلى  was on a journey and he had a 

servant called Anjashah, who was driving the camels very fast while there were women riders on those 

camels). The Prophet وسلم عليه � صلى  said rebuking him: 

 

 ويحك يا أنجشة رويدك سوقك بالقوارير

 

"Woe to you O Anjashah, Hold on (ride slowly) with the glass vessels (i.e. the women passenger).”   
 

[Saheeh al-Bukhari, 6149 and Muslim, 2323] 

 

 

Imam Nawawi commented on this Hadeeth and said that it was intended for Anjashah to slow down the 

pace of driving the camels because the speed would shock and fatigue the passengers. Thus he عليه � صلى 
 forbade him from chanting (to hasten the camels on) and to hold on tightly because the severity of وسلم

movement would weaken the women passengers and risk their health.  [See Sharh Saheeh Muslim, 15/81] 

 

 

 

 



5 

 

4. Road Rage 

 

Road rage is connected to anger and the loss of control over one’s behaviour and speech, which begin to 

exhibit aggression. In drivers, such behaviour may include gesturing, verbal insults or threats, deliberately 

driving in an unsafe manner etc. Road rage can lead to altercations, assaults and collisions that result in 

injuries and even deaths. It can be thought of as an extreme case of aggressive driving and from amongst 

the many manifestations of road rage are the following: 

 

- General aggressive driving, including sudden acceleration, braking and close tailgating 

- Cutting others off in a lane or deliberately preventing someone from merging into a lane. 

- Chasing other motorists, flashing lights and/or sounding the horn excessively. 

- Yelling or exhibiting rude physical gestures at pedestrians or other roadside establishments. 

 

Anger is an emotion that inspires action and the action that it inspires is usually one of injury and injustice. 

It is a powerful emotion that rages through a person, creating a desire for revenge and the need to strike 

out at the object of anger. Such is the destructive nature of anger and uncontrolled aggression that when 

the man asked the Prophet وسلم عليه � صلى  for advice, he responded in each of the three times he was 

asked: تغضب � - "Do not get angry" [Saheeh al-Bukhari, 6116 – see also Fath al-Bari'; 10/456] 

 

Below are four points derived from Islamic texts that will help Muslim drivers (and others) to overcome 

their anger in various circumstances... 

 

1. Seeking refuge in Allāh from Shaytan 

 

The first and foremost of all advise is seeking refuge in Allāh from Shaytan and from the evils in ourselves 

and from our wrong doings. The Prophet وسلم عليه � صلى  gave us a prescription as is narrated by Sulayman 

Ibn Sard عنه � رضي  that: “Two men were arguing with (and blaming) each other. The face of one became 

red and his jugular veins swelled. The Prophet صلى 6 عليه وسلم said, ‘I know a statement if spoken by 

him, his anger would subside:  أعوذ با4 من الشيطان الرجيم ‘Audhu billahi min-ashaytan nirajeem’ - (I seek 

refuge in Allāh from shaytan the accursed).” [Saheeh al-Bukhari, 3060, 5679, 5617]  

 

Imam Mawardi تعالى � رحمه  said in his ‘Adab ad-Dunya wa-Deen’ that one should remember Allāh when 

angry as this leads to fear of Allāh, which in turn leads him to obey Him and restrain ones anger by 

returning to proper manners and conduct.  

 

 

2. Understanding the merits of controlling one’s anger 

 

There are incalculable rewards in the Qur’an and Sunnah for a person who controls his anger. Here we cite 

but a few of them. Allāh تعالى و سبحانه  Said: 

 

ُ ُيِحب; اْلُمْحِسِنينَ  ۗ◌  َواْلَكاِظِميَن اْلَغْيَظ َواْلَعاِفيَن َعِن الن%اسِ  َو%6  
 

“...who repress anger , and who pardon men; verily, Allāh loves Al-Muhsinoon (the good-doers).” [Aal-Imraan: 134] 

 

He تعالى و سبحانه  also Said: 

 ُخِذ اْلَعْفَو َوْأُمْر بِاْلُعْرِف َوأَْعِرْض َعِن اْلَجاِھلِي
 

Show forgiveness, enjoin what is good, and turn away from the foolish (i.e. don't punish them). 
[Al-A'raaf: 199] 
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Ibn Katheer records the following narrations in his Tafseer of this Ayah: “Hashim bin `Urwah said that his 

father said, "Allāh ordered Allāh's Messenger to pardon the people for their behaviour”... In Saheeh al-

Bukhari, it is recorded that Hisham reported from his father `Urwah from his brother `Abdullah bin Az-

Zubayr who said; "Show forgiveness” was only revealed about the people’s [bad] character”... the 

Messenger of Allāh صلى � عليه وسلم asked Jibra’eel about the meaning of this Ayah and Jibra’eel replied: 

“Allāh Commands you to forgive those who wronged you, give to those who deprived you.” [see Tafseer ibn 

Katheer, Surat al-A’raaf for more detail] 

 

At-Tabarani records in his collection that the Prophet وسلم عليه � صلى  said: “Whoever controls his temper, 

then Allāh will take away punishment from him and whosoever safeguards his tongue Allāh will conceal 

his sins.” 
 

In the collection of Tirmidhi and Abu Da’wud, the Prophet وسلم عليه � صلى  said: “Whoever controls their 

temper in a state that if he wanted, he could have took revenge; then on the Day of Judgement Allāh will 

call him in front of everyone and will give him the choice of selecting the Hoor...” 

 

At-Tabarani and Al-Bayhaqi record a Hadeeth of Anas ibn Malik عنه � رضي  who narrated that the 

Messenger of Allāh وسلم عليه � صلى  said: “...whoever restrains his anger, Allāh will with hold his 

Punishment on the Day of Judgement.” 

 

 

3. Keeping silent and exhibiting wisdom 

 

The Prophet وسلم عليه � صلى  said: “If any of you becomes angry, let him keep silent.” [Musnad Ahmad 1/329]. 

If angry, man evaluates to knee-jerk reaction in a fit of need, therefore the Prophet وسلم عليه � صلى  advised 

the one who is angry man to restrain himself through silence. 

 

 

4. Avoid being over-sensitive 

 

Abu Sa'eed al-Khudri عنه � رضي  narrated that the Messenger وسلم عليه � صلى  mentioned anger, saying: 

"Some are swift to anger and swift to cool down, the one characteristic making up for the other; some 

are slow to anger and slow to cool down, the one characteristic making up for the other; but the best of 

you are those who are slow to anger and swift to cool down, and the worst of you are those who are 

swift to anger and slow to cool down." He continued, "Beware of anger, for it is a live coal on the heart 

of the descendant of Adam. Do you not notice the swelling of the veins of his neck and the redness of his 

eyes? So when anyone experiences anything of that nature he should lie down and cleave to the earth.” 
[At-Tirmidhi, 5145] 

 

 

5. Taking Care of the Vehicle and not Exceeding its Capacity 

 

Vehicles are a blessing from Allāh and therefore like all of His blessings, we should take care of them and 

not take them for granted. This would mean we ensure they are roadworthy, mechanically and otherwise 

and ensure the cleanliness of them.  

 

Abdullah ibn Ja’far narrated that the Messenger of Allāh وسلم عليه � صلى  was in the garden of an Ansari man and 

there was a camel in that garden. When the camel saw him it groaned and shed tears; the Prophet وسلم عليه � صلى  

wiped the tears and it became calm. He then inquired about the owner of the camel and when its owner appeared 

before him he said: 
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 أفA تتقي 6 في ھذه البھيمة التى ملكك 6 إياھا فإنه شكى إلي أنك تجيعه وتدئبه
 

“Do you not fear Allāh in this animal which Allāh has put in your possession? It has complained to me 

that you starve it.” [Sunan Abu Da’wud, 2190] 

 

 

The Prophet صلى � عليه وسلم is also recorded to have said: “...Fear Allāh regarding these dumb animals. 

ride them when they are in good condition and feed them when they are in good condition.” [Sunan Abu 

Da’wud, 2542] - In the analogy between the motorised vehicle and the camel, we find that without food and 

proper care, the camel will succumb to illness and sure death; while neglecting the maintenance of the 

vehicle would inevitably lead to its breakdown (and all the trouble and inconveniences this causes). 

 

Regarding capacity, vehicles are designed and built according to various passenger capacity rules. 

Exceeding these recommended capacities again effects vehicle performance and reliability, thus risking 

lives. Imam Ibn Hibban recorded the following narration of the Prophet صلى � عليه وسلم where he said: 

“Ride them when they are healthy” as evidence that one should avoid riding weak and incompetent 

animals until they become healthy. 

 

In his ‘Tabaqat’, Ibn Sa'ad, records a narration from Ibn Darirn who reported that he saw `Umar Ibn Al-

Khattab beating a porter who had over-burdened his camel saying: "Why do you burden your camel beyond 

its capacity?'' - and there are other examples like these. Thus a Muslim driver should ensure not his vehicle 

is fit for purpose and also he is not taking unnecessary risks with regards to additional passengers etc.  

 

 

6. Giving Rights to the Roads 

 

Our roads and streets and pathways also have rights that we need to fulfil. The Prophet صلى � عليه وسلم 

said to his Companions: “Beware of sitting roads, they asked:’ O Messenger of Allāh, we gather and talk (in the 

streets), he صلى � عليه وسلم said: ‘Give the streets their right’. The Companions asked ‘what is their right O 

Messenger of Allāh?’ He  صلى � عليه وسلم replied: 

 

 غض البصر وكف ا>ذى ورد السAم وا>مر بالمعروف والنھي عن المنكر
 

"(That you) lower your gaze and refrain from harming (disrupting) the peace and to promote the ma'roof 

(virtue and goodness) and prevent the munkar (vice and evil)." [Saheeh al-Bukhari; Muslim, 2121] 

 

 

It becomes necessary for the driver to drive with caution in residential areas and places where there are is 

a lot of pedestrian activity. This also applies to the rider. From the above Hadeeth we can understand that 

our duty towards the roads is that we do not disturb people, respond with salam if prompted by others. 

That we do not litter or cause any other sort of annoyance to other drivers and pedestrians alike. 

 

We also need to lower our gazes from looking at forbidden things (like a non-mahram women’s awrah) or 

promiscuous advertising boards etc. The general command to ‘promote the ma'roof (virtue and goodness) 

and prevent the munkar (vice and evil)’ includes within it every affair that a driver and a non-driver must 

care about wile within his vehicle or outside of it. This may involve stopping people from illegal racing on 

public roads to advising couples engaged in public show of affection etc. 

 

The trust placed on us by Allāh through His blessings is that we at least work to utilise them to the best of 

our ability. Tawfeeq and all success is from Allāh alone. 


